
CALENDAR:

March 9 Daylight Savings Time
begins

March 16 Palm Sunday

March 17 St. Patrick’s Day

March 20 WVSC Board Meeting

March 21 Cooper’s Island 
Theater

March 21 Good Friday

March 23 Easter Sunday

March 30 Racing Training 
Session

MARCH 2008
From the Binnacle

Spring will officially come to Kansas on March 20th. For those of you who have already made
plans for spring commissioning and for that first sail – Congratulations! Now I know that for

some of our center-board boat sailors there may be a slight delay on planning for that first sailing
day, considering the temperature of the lake is still rather cold in the early spring. But that’s no rea-
son to become despondent, because there are plenty of keel boat sailors who would gladly welcome
you aboard their boat. 

The Social Committee has been busy planning and getting organized for our club parties. In addi-
tion, the Sailing Activities Committee has made plans for an exciting slate of events. Two such
events you will be hearing more about are the Pirates’ Treasure Hunt and Nautical Scrabble. These
sailing activities promise to be fun-filled events for all who share in the adventure.

In February, the Racing Committee met with interested members to organize competitive events for
2008. Dates for club regattas have been finalized and are published elsewhere in this edition. Read
the Racing Committee report for an update on the new format for club regattas. It certainly looks
like this sailing season is shaping up to be a great experience with ample racing opportunities for all
interested sailors (assuming the weather cooperates). Let’s all express our appreciation to Ken Rix
and his committee members for their fine work in laying the foundation for yet another new year of
keen competition. Also, I personally want to express a big THANK YOU to all of you who volun-
teered to help with the various responsibilities involved in organizing and conducting club regattas. 

The Long-Range Planning Committee met last month under the leadership of Steve Mardis, Vice-
Commodore. The members of this committee recommended several projects which the Board is
evaluating. There will be a subsequent report on the status of these projects.

The Activities Center Committee and the Board are making plans to prepare Cooper’s Island (our
club house) for the spring. They are looking forward to making some needed improvements. These
improvement projects, which will need the help of many of our club members, will be announced
in the near future.

One of the most valuable assets of WVSC is our youth and adult sailing education program.
Recently the STEP Committee re-evaluated their fee schedule and suggested some revisions to the
Board. Their recommendations were approved and will be implemented this summer. Once again,
we anticipate full enrollment in both the youth and adult sailing classes in June and July. Let’s con-
tinue to spread the good word about this outstanding program to attract new member families.

Please take note – it is vitally important that everyone who goes to the Activities Center set the
security alarm before leaving the building. Recently there have been days when the security alarm
has not been activated.

The Board approved the idea that each trailer in dry storage would be identified with a tag indicat-
ing the owner’s name, in accordance with WVSC’s rules. These tags will be attached to the trailers
this spring by the Dry Storage Committee. 

And remember, if our sailboats had individual personalities, they would wish for more time sailing
on El Dorado Lake.

John W. Carter, Commodore
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We had a successful general club meeting of about 30 possible, potential & potent racers,
February 10th at Gander Mountain. The following items were resolved:

• The following are race days. (Same as those proposed if you have already marked your calendars)

April 20 Sun Jul 12 Sat Sep 6 Sat
May 3 Sat Jul 27 Sun Sep 21 Sun
May 18 Sun

Aug 9 Sat Oct 4 Sat
Jun 7 Sat Aug 24 Sun
Jun 22 Sun

• The following timing of race events. (Same as proposed)

10:00 Competitors meeting
11:00 1st Race
Approx. 12:30 Lunch (provided by individual competitors)
Approx. 2:00 2nd Race, 3rd to follow
Approx. 4:30 Recognition of finishes
Approx 5:00 Light dinner ($3.00/person contribution)

RACING NEWS
March 2008

• There will be some races of 14.2 boats on some Wednesday
evenings starting in mid June or early July. Details will come
later in the Windword.

• The Club Championship procedure this year will give points
equal to 26 minus the finish place & then squared, for each
race. These points are then averaged thru the year by the
number of races that skipper participated in, & then adding
5 points per race to get an accumulative score. This system
places more emphasis on participation than systems we have
used in the past.

Race finishes, averages, bonuses, total scores, & rankings, will
be posted regularly at the lake & in the Windward, so racers
can see who they need to beat. Trophies will be awarded at
the Annual meeting for at least 3 keel & 3 centerboard boats.

• A classroom training session is scheduled for March 30th at
the Pizza Hut, 307 N. Andover Road, Andover at 2:00 P.M.
Please plan on being there. We will have a discussion of what-
ever the participants want. Semi-professionals will be pre-
pared to talk about: Racing rules, Starting sequences, Sailing
instructions, Portsmouth ratings, Race committee responsibil-
ities, Cute chicks, & Tactics.

• An “on the water” training session will be conducted on
Saturday, April 12. A blow out day would be Saturday April
19. Semi-professionals will be prepared to talk about: Sail
trim, Rigging, Crew responsibilities, Boat repair, Cute chicks,
& Tactics.

• Volunteers signed up for daily regatta responsibilities, but
there are lots of good openings still available. Please call Ken
Rix 684-6086, or e-mail at: sail4it@att.net with your prefer-
ences. Your cooperation is appreciated & it’s a good opportu-
nity to get your feet wet. Attached somewhere in this newslet-
ter is a current listing.

• The unofficial, uncoordinated, day when any sailor- racer or
cruiser- can get help in launching his/her boat is set for
Saturday April 12. If there is a blizzard, high wind, sleet or
snow, just stay home & watch the mailman, cause he’s sup-
posed to work in those conditions. Then come out the next
Saturday April 19 for the unofficial , uncoordinated launch
day. Your boat will then be ready for the Gala Opening Race
of the Season April 20th.
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The Walnut Valley Sailing Club/STEP program is offering two
sessions this summer.

We will teach you how to sail in a beginner’s class or
improve your sailing ability in advanced classes. We are
offering Keelboat classes to advanced sailors.

So come sail with us or better yet, get your buddy that
would like to sail with you and join us this summer for a
GREAT time on the water.

Our fleet consists of: Prams, Sabots, Optimists, Catalina
14.2’s, Sunfish, Lasers, Sonar, Catalina 22 and Catalina 25’s.

CLASS STRUCTURE
Age Prerequisites: Must be 8-17, have an interest in 
learning to sail and swim 25 yards without a lifejacket (PFD)
(swimming will be tested).

Equipment requirements: Participants are required to pro-
vide their own life jacket (PFD) US Coast Guard approved,
age-appropriate size and sunscreen, hat and water shoes.

Course Content: Three levels of sailing instruction, begin-
ners, intermediate and advanced sailing offered. Safety,
weather, self-rescuing skills, basic rules of the road and
nomenclature are also covered.

Schedule: 3 days per week (Mon, Tues, and Thurs) for 3
weeks 10am to 4pm, 2 sessions:

• 1st session: June 16 through July 3
• 2nd session: July 7 through July 24

Cost per Student: $25 non-refundable Registration Fee, Plus
$45 class fee for WVSC members; $70 for non-members.

Fee Includes: USSA “Start Sailing Right” or “Basic
Keelboat” instruction manual, use of a boat for the summer,
T-shirt and awards. For participants between the ages of 8
and 17, the fee also includes a Youth Membership to Walnut
Valley Sailing Club which begins at the beginning of class
and continues for the remainder of the year. For participants
age 16 and over, the fee includes a Junior Membership to
Walnut Valley Sailing Club that begins at the beginning of
class and continues for the remainder of the year.

Drinks are furnished. Student brings lunch.

Class Size: 20 students per session. Prerequisite for
Keelboat instruction- proof of advanced sailing abilities. A
minimum of three students are required for the Keelboat
class to be held.

Boats used: Prams, Sabots, Optimist, Catalina 14.2, Sunfish,
Laser, Sonar, Catalina 22 and Catalina 25

Registration and Questions: Call Gary Pierce 316-686-8823
or Gene Nold (316-636-2091

2008 WALNUT VALLEY 
SAILING CLUB/STEP YOUTH SAILING

APPLICATION

_____________________________ _____________________
Last Name First Name

___________________________ ______________ ________
Street Address City Zip  

_____________________________ __________ ________
Home Phone Age T-Shirt Size

____________________________ _____________________
Emergency Contact Person Phone

___________________________________________________
E-Mail address

I am a ____ member  ____ non-member of Walnut Valley Sailing Club 

I wish to enroll in the Youth Program:

______  Session 1- June 16 - July 3  ______  Session 2- July 7 - July 24

Please enclose the non-refundable deposit of $25 with this application. 
Mail to: WVSC Sailing Program c/o Gary Pierce

1431 South 127th Street East
Wichita, Kansas 67207 

___________ ______________________________________
Date Signature 

Parent’s Signature if under 17 years old.

2008 SUMMER Youth SAILING PROGRAM
Bring a Buddy and Come Sail with Us



The Walnut Valley Sailing Club/STEP program is offering two
sessions this summer.

We will teach you how to sail in a Catalina 14.2 centerboard
boat or improve your sailing ability in advanced classes. We
also offer Basic Keelboat classes.

So come sail with us this summer for a GREAT time on 
the water.

Our adult fleet consists of — Catalina 14.2’s, Sonar, Catalina
22 and Catalina 25’s. 

CLASS STRUCTURE
Age Prerequisites: Must be 18 years or older, have an inter-
est in learning to sail and swim 25 yards without a lifejacket
(PFD). (May be 15-17 years old if accompanied by an adult). 

Equipment requirements: Participants are required to 
provide their own life jacket (PFD) US Coast Guard
approved, age-appropriate size and sunscreen, hat and 
water shoes.

Course Content: Basic Sailing Course- Covers beginning,
intermediate and advanced sailing techniques. Boat handling
skills, boat related skills, basic rules of the road, safety,
weather and nomenclature. Everything you need to know to
sail your own boat safely and with confidence.

Basic Keelboat - The keelboat course leads you through the
essential principles of safe, confident day sailing. It covers
basic sailing concepts, boat handling, docking, anchoring,
safety and emergencies, weather, basic navigation. The keel-
boat course requires a minimum of three students per boat.

Prerequisite for Basic Keelboat instruction - you must have
the Basic Sailing Course or equivalent sailing experience.

Schedule: 3 days per week (Mon. Tues. Thurs.) for 3 weeks,
6 to 9pm. 2 Sessions:

• 1st session: June 16 through July 3
• 2nd session: July 7 through July 24

Class Size: 10 students per session

Cost per Student: WVSC members-$25 non-refundable
Registration Fee, Plus $155 class fee, total cost-$180; Non-
members-$25 non-refundable registration fee Plus $155 for
class fee and $100 for ? annual WVSC club dues Total cost-
$280. (accompanying Spouse or family member $180)

Fee Includes: USSA “Start Sailing Right” or “Basic
Keelboat” instruction manual, instruction, use of a Catalina
14.2 (if checked out) boat for the summer, T-shirt and cer-
tificate. Includes a membership to Walnut Valley Sailing
Club, which begins at the beginning of class and continues
for the remainder of the year.

Boats used: Capri 14.2, Sonar, Catalina 22 and Catalina 25’s

Registration and Questions: Call Gary Pierce 316-686-8823
or Gene Nold (316-636-2091
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2008 WALNUT VALLEY 
SAILING CLUB/STEP ADULT SAILING

APPLICATION
_____________________________ _____________________
Last Name First Name

___________________________ ______________ ________
Street Address City Zip  

_____________________________ __________ ________
Home Phone Age T-Shirt Size

____________________________ _____________________
Emergency Contact Person Phone

___________________________________________________
E-Mail address

I am a ____ member  ____ non-member of Walnut Valley Sailing Club 

I wish to enroll in the  ____ Centerboard Program   ____ Keelboat Program

______  Session 1- June 16 - July 3  ______  Session 2- July 7 - July 24

Please enclose the non-refundable deposit of $25 with this application. 
Mail to: WVSC Sailing Program c/o Gary Pierce

1431 South 127th Street East
Wichita, Kansas 67207 

___________ ______________________________________
Date Signature 

Come Sail with Us
2008 SUMMER ADULT SAILING PROGRAM



Season’s Premier
Cooper’s Island
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REGATTA SIGN-UP
April 20 May 3 May 18 June 7
Sunday Saturday Sunday Saturday________________ ________________ ________________ ________________

Regatta Chair Gene Nold Ron White Brett Warfield Paul McCausland

Race Committee Chair Don Chism Paul McCausland Arnie Kroupa ________________

Race Committee Dan Barlett Dan Barlett John Carter ________________

Clark Chambers John Ellison Clark Chambers Tedd Blankenship

Dave Bonifield ________________ ________________ Janet VanEpps

Dinner Gwynne Bonifield Mike Hand ________________ ________________

June 22 July 12 July 27 August 9
Sunday Saturday Sunday Saturday________________ ________________ ________________ ________________

Regatta Chair Paul McCausland Gene Nold Gene Nold Arnie Kroupa

Race Committee Chair ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________

Race Committee ________________ Gary Mackey John Ellison ________________

Dinner ________________ Sharon Lewis ________________ Mike Hand

August 24 September 6 September 21 October 4
Sunday Saturday Sunday Saturday________________ ________________ ________________ ________________

Regatta Chair Arnie Kroupa Genee Kubin Genee Kubin Ron White

Race Committee Chair James Rix ________________ ________________ Ron White

Race Committee Daniel Rix Jerry Brady Jerry Brady Sharon Lewis

________________ ________________ ________________ Terry Lewis

________________ ________________ ________________ ________________

Dinner ________________ ________________ ________________ Dan Barlett

Season’s Premier
Cooper’s Island Theater

Friday Night, March 21 • 7:15pm

Season’s Premier
Cooper’s Island Theater

Friday Night, March 21 • 7:15pm
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February Meeting Minutes: The meeting was
called to order at 7:05 PM. The following Board members 
attended: John Carter, Ken Rix, Steve Mardis, Ernie Condon,
Debbie Chambers, Kathy Malcom, John Ellison and Jerry Brady.
Visitors attending included Clark Chambers. The minutes
of the January meeting were approved as read.

Treasurer’s Report: Ernie Condon 
presented the Treasurer’s Report. A motion to
approve was made, seconded and approved.  

Committee Reports: 
STEP program: Gene Nold presented
information on the Step Program for 2008. The
scheduled classes for this summer program are
June 16th to July 3rd and July 7th to July 24th.
Gene advised that a change in the fee structure
was needed and requested approval from the board. A motion to
approve the change in fees was made, seconded and approved. 

Activities Center: Debbie Chambers, as the liaison for the
Activities Center, presented information on a number of options
for improving and updating the Activities Center. Commodore
Carter asked all board members to review the information and 
prioritize the recommended projects, then e-mail their prioritized
lists to him by March 1st. Commodore Carter will compile the
information and present it at the March board meeting.

Long Range Planning Committee: Steve Mardis
reported that the Long Range Planning Committee met and
reviewed the goals that had previously been made and updated
those goals. The new goals include increasing membership to 
150 members and having 100% occupancy of the slips.

Racing Activities: Ken Rix reported that the Racing
Committee met with all interested racers at Gander Mountain on
Sunday, Feb.10th and reviewed the 2008 racing dates and times.
Input from those attending was requested and after discussion the
schedule was agreed upon. In addition, the format for determining
the club championship was discussed and finalized.

Old Business:
Ken Rix reported that he had looked into bringing a guest speaker
to Wichita in conjunction with the Ninnescah Yacht Club. After
researching this possibility, he recommended that this plan be
tabled for future consideration. A motion to table this plan was
made, seconded and approved.

Commodore Carter reported on the plan to identify all owners of
boats and trailers in dry storage, according to the WVSC rules. He
recommended tags identifying owners be attached to each trailer. 
It was moved, seconded and approved. After additional discussion,

the motion was amended as follows: the Treasurer will 
provide a list of who is to be in each space and also a

list of owners who are current on their dry storage
fees, to the chairperson of Dry Storage. The 

chairperson will then be responsible to tag each
trailer with a removable plastic tag identifying
ownership. A motion to approve this plan was
moved, seconded and approved. Commodore
Carter will provide information on this plan in

the Windword. 

New Business:
A motion to reinstate two members who had forfeited

their membership by not paying their annual dues in a timely 
fashion was made. Both members have now paid all applicable
fees. The motion was approved as presented.

Member concerns: Clark Chambers reported that 
recently he was at the lake and the security system for the Activity
Center was not set. Commodore Carter requested Clark, as the
chair for the Activity Center, place a reminder and instructions for
activating the system on a card by the front door.

Closing Remarks: Commodore Carter will advise the
membership, through the Windword, of a launch date scheduled
for April 12th, with a rain date on April 19th. Any member wish-
ing to launch their boat on this date can do so knowing that there
will be other members available to assist them if necessary. Lunch
will be provided.

Commodore Carter reported the club’s web site needs to be 
updated and anyone having information to be added to the site is
to contact Bruce Ward as soon as possible.

The March board meeting will be March 20th at 7 PM at the
office of Steve Mardis.

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was moved and 
seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Deborah Chambers – Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes
WALNUT VALLEY SAILING CLUB BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING

Minutes Subject to Correction

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2008



Cal 9.2 (30ft). NEW PRICE $21,000. FOR SALE
BY OWNER: 1982. Looking for a nice big boat with
trailer? Check this out: New main and Jib in 2000.
Spinnaker and Flexible Furler. Universal Diesel. New
running rigging. Bimini and cockpit cushions, refrigerat-
ed icebox . CD player. Custom road trailer. To see this
boat, call Patrick at 540.3674

24' Bruce Roberts design hand-crafted
wooden sloop. Inboard Volvo diesel 7.5 hp saildrive,
trailer, Murray winches, winter cover. Lovingly built by
the owner. Can be seen in the West boatyard. Call
Patrick at 316-540-3674 to check this boat out and
make an offer.

Cape Dory Typhoon. 1973 - This rare, classic
19’ full keel boat is in excellent shape and has been lovingly taken careof. The hull
topsides, Deck, and bottom are in excellent shape. All running rigging replaced in
2007. Comes with newly restored set of sails(2007-Sailcare), Main, Jib, Genoa,
Spinnaker, and a brand new storm tri-sail. The boat comes with a beautiful 2004
Triad Trailer with the float off package and tongue extension. The trailer is galva-
nized with stainless brakes and brand new ‘D’ rated heavy load tires.The boat trails
easily! The boat is a joy to sail and launches and loads easily at any ramp. The boat
also includes a 2005 Nissan 3.5 HP outboard. My family has grown so much that
the five of us cannot sail in her comfortably any more, so we are moving up to a
larger boat. The boat is in the water and may be viewed on C Dock. Have $10,000
invested, but will consider any reasonable offer. Make offer. Call Matt @316-708-
2800 or email me at matt@itieng.com.

Catalina 22 - 1976 - with trailer. 4 horse outboard in near new condition.
Boat is clean and in dry storage in the east yard. Good solid boat. $3000 OBO
Contact Dave or Tony at (316) 691-9405 or (316) 772-1216 Email: dave.theother-
side@hotmail.com

Oday 25 — 1975. Ready to sail; good
condition; swing keel; 9.9 Evinrude; full set
of sails; nice cabin; trailer; anchor; two-way
VHF marine radio; port-a-potty; life jackets;
refrigerator; CD player. Includes slip at NSA
(per Board approval). $4,500. Call Doug at
316.773.0246 or 316.305.4091.

J/24’s For Sale. Many great J/24’s are
available for sale both Regionally and
Nationally for very reasonable prices. If 
you are interested, contact Schoen Fitzgerald
at 316-685-9225 or Dan Acridge at 
316-687-2471. Call us or stop by the slips,
we’d be happy to take you out to test drive
one of these great one-design racers. J/24
“The ultimate One-Design”

South Coast 23 – STARDUST -
Original Carl Alberg design. 1969.
Completely rebuilt in 2002. Original red 
gelcoat hull. New teak. New Schaeffer roller
furler and 130% genoa. New mainsail cover.
Lazy jacks. Spinnaker & pole on deck chocks.
New Harken traveler and mainsheet. New
Harken boom vang. Two halyard winches on
mast. All new running rigging. New rubber
rub strip. Automatic bilge pump. Three
anchors, new rode and chain on each. Marine
head. 5hp Seagul Silver Century+ F/N/R out-
board. Tandem axle trailer. Full cabin &
cockpit cushions in good shape. Also 
includes two sets of foul weather gear. Hand
held marine band VHF radio, hand held
Magellen GPS and several good quality life
jackets. $6000.00 FOB Wichita, Kansas
(316) 722-8983

Dinghy trailer with mast crutch. 
$300 or $250. You decide. Jon Zehnder. 
620-245-1776

Hobie Outback SUV Kayak – 2006 - with TrailEx 
aluminum trailer. The boat with options cost $2000, the Trailer
$800. Asking $1800 for both. The Kayak includes beach wheels,
sail kit, and outriggers. This is the sit-upon kayak with peddles,
paddle, and sail. Go to Hobie.com to see a movie about the 
peddle feature, it is remarkable. Call or email, Frank Hopper, 
316-641-6136, fhopper@cox.net .

COLUMBIA 26 Mk II w/ trailer - WENDIGO III. Fully
restored in 2006. All new halyards, lines, Stays & electrics. New
gauges (Wind Apparent/Speed, Knotmeter, Depth Finder &
Compass). All new interior & exterior cushions. Sails w/ bags - 2
Mains, 4 Jibs & a 4 color Spinnaker. AM/FM CD & Aux MP3
jack stereo w/ interior & cockpit speakers. 6 hp Johnson outboard
or new 2007, 6 hp Nissan 4 stroke for additional $2000. Asking

$8000 for boat, trailer & Johnson motor. OBOCall 316-619-0003

Old Town tandem kayak-2003 -T-160. Rudder, paddles and
Trailex aluminum trailer with spare tire. Great shape. Used very little. $900 or
$850. You decide. Jon Zehnder. 620-245-1776

Hobie 20. 1998 .Excellent Condition, 2007 Main and Jib, Full trailerable cover
$5900, icsammis@yahoo.com, 316-371-7809

Bottom Paint - One gallon, Red, Interlux Bottomkote with Irgarol Ablative
bottom paint $100. Approximately one and onehalf gallons of, blue, Interlux
Micron CSC Antifouling Paint $250. Contact Tony @316-942-1990 or
n0cur@yahoo.com 

San Juan 21, Mark I, with trailer. Boat has mid-boom sheeting with 
traveler. Good Main and Jib sails with red and Blue spinnaker. Has both wisker
pole and spinnaker pole. Boat is Dark blue hull with white topside. Retractable
engine mount with 1998 Mercury 5 hp motor. Asking $2200.00 with motor.
Contact: j2kbrady@aol.com
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N O T I C E
$$$ COST FOR PARK PERMITS $$$

IS INCREASING
Permits may be obtained at the KDWP offices located at the Great Plains Nature Center at
29th St. and Woodlawn.

Daily Vehicle $3.70 $4.20 

Annual Vehicle $19.35 $24.35 
(Temporary available online) 

Annual (2nd Vehicle) $11.85 $14.35 

*Seniors/Disabled Daily Vehicle  $2.60 $2.85 
(Kansas residents only)

*Seniors/Disabled Annual Vehicle $10.75 $13.25 
(Kansas residents only) 

*Seniors/Disabled Annual (2nd Vehicle) $7.00 $8.25 
(Kansas residents only) 

Duplicate annual vehicle permit  $12.15 $12.15 
(any time)

Off-Season
**Motor Vehicle Fees 1/1/2008 - 3/31/2008 & Prime Season

10/1/2008 - 12/31/2008 4/1/2008 - 9/30/2008 



P.O. Box 20076
Wichita, KS 67208-1076

Grab Your Sweetie, Some Fast Food, and Join Your Yacht Club Friends ForGrab Your Sweetie, Some Fast Food, and Join Your Yacht Club Friends For

as always 
Olde Uncle Gene’s Famous Popcorn And A Cartoon or Two 

Bring a Chair and Beverages 

as always 
Olde Uncle Gene’s Famous Popcorn And A Cartoon or Two 

Bring a Chair and Beverages 


