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Wow, it looks like Santa is getting an early start this season.  
He's already made a stop at Walnut Valley Sailing Club, sweet! 

 
 

  

  

Word from 

the Commodore: 

 

Ahoy fellow Walnut Valley Sailing Club 

 
 

COMMODORE 

Troy Oberly 

316-648-0649 

 
 
 
 

BOARD 



members. As the seasons change, so do the 

Commodore and board member positions. As 
your new Commodore, I would like to thank our 
past Commodore, Stuart Funk and board 
members for a job well done in 2023. We've 
added a couple board members and say 
farewell to others as they complete their terms.  
 

Our Walnut Valley Sailing Club Christmas 
Social will be here before you know it and I look 
forward to seeing each of you there. As a 
special treat this year, we will have live music. 
I've arranged for members of the El Dorado 
High School Band to perform for us. These 
dedicated music students are earning money for 
their 2024 band trip to Colorado and will have a 
tip jar if you would like to make a donation.  
 

Finally I leave you with a bit of philosophy, from 
a sailor - Antoine De Sainte: 
 

"There is a poetry of sailing as old as the world.” 
 

Troy Oberly 
 

 

VICE 
COMMODORE 
 
 

TREASURER 

Preston Brammer 
316-655-5838  
 

SECRETARY 

Doug Albro 

316-775-7287 
 

REAR 
COMMODORE 

Stuart Funk 

620-382-5866 
 

WEBMASTER 

Charlie Volk 

316-788-4493 
 

MEMBERS  
 

James McEwen 

620-705-1700 
 

Michael Sheppard 

316-322-5212 
 

Chris Proudfoot 
316-210-6508 
 

Ardie Condon 

316-640-8951 
 

Robert Fusco 

316-687-9403 
 

NEWSLETTER 

EDITOR 

Tedd Blankenship 

316-775-1064 
 

    

WVSC club members are invited to share a brief bio. and a photo. It's always interesting 
to learn more about our WVSC sailors. Who knows, next month it may be you.  
Thanks to all that have participated.  

 

  

  

 

2023 WVSC Socials 

Sailing Activities Calendar  

 

  

  

DECEMBER:  

Annual WVSC Christmas Party and you're invited! 

Saturday, Dec. 16th 

2101 Dearborn Street, #302, Augusta, KS 
 



 

 

Saturday, December 16th at The Point  

 2101 Dearborn St #302, Augusta, KS 

Italian Chicken Alfredo or Lasagna 

$20 per person - Please R.S.V.P by December 1st 
Stuart Funk mictfunk@gmail.com (620) 382-5866  

 

  

  

As always, nothing is set in stone. If you have an idea for a social or sailing activity, or 
would like to help out, let us know. Contact Troy Oberly or any board member. 

 

  

  

 

  

mailto:mictfunk@gmail.com


 

 

Santa politely reminds us the water is turned off to the 
clubhouse, but don't let that dampen your holiday spirits.  

Santa's helper's think of everything!  
 

  

  

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to Mr. John McCabe... 

the incredible, the amazing, the undisputed... Walnut 
Valley Sailing Club 2023 Smoke'n Hot Chili Cookoff 
Champ! Well done Champ! Your Chili was without a doubt, 
the Smoke'n Hottest Chili-est Chili of them all! If we only 
knew your secret John... maybe next year.  

 

  

  

 
 
 

Ho Ho Ho  
 

Where on earth  
did the water go? 

 

Click on the graph at right 
to view current lake level 
data. Be aware, you may 
have trouble sailing 
Santa's Sleigh in some 
parts of the lake. If you do 

go out, be sure to put 
Rudolph on port!  

 

 

El Dorado Lake Inflow-
Outflow Data 

 
CLICK ON THE GRAPH ABOVE TO VIEW 
CURRENT DATA 
 
Read more 
www.swt-wc.usace.army.mil 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

Just Beyond B Docks 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sd9-uPArdaqPD4CWXqUoTSyN6sbbMW6gtv-ThbNr1B1ODjYjOgZ7-gWE-E4FZNJ-jjTeVl8_wtHdJen2VuEDjIbyzOPBF9SdOy87JfT_SYIETclz4T-YYcxCFYvh8em43Hw67yIEC1VYAr2L4sDMIlwjza1OlB1jyDCtwwkOwCE7ZBdj9QR6TQ==&c=H_2w_YVC-e9D3Aadw99QRLTUMT8_QiP0w_gLEVzKwHiwOnxjWPvccw==&ch=4fiOfA-TtXCQHIN_JyiqFv5lAqM1IL6-dMA9O9D6VJrf1baiBRBZLg==
http://www.swt-wc.usace.army.mil/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sd9-uPArdaqPD4CWXqUoTSyN6sbbMW6gtv-ThbNr1B1ODjYjOgZ7-gWE-E4FZNJ-jjTeVl8_wtHdJen2VuEDjIbyzOPBF9SdOy87JfT_SYIETclz4T-YYcxCFYvh8em43Hw67yIEC1VYAr2L4sDMIlwjza1OlB1jyDCtwwkOwCE7ZBdj9QR6TQ==&c=H_2w_YVC-e9D3Aadw99QRLTUMT8_QiP0w_gLEVzKwHiwOnxjWPvccw==&ch=4fiOfA-TtXCQHIN_JyiqFv5lAqM1IL6-dMA9O9D6VJrf1baiBRBZLg==


 

 

Arctic Sailing: 

Time for a hot cup of cocoa and a dozen or so of those delicious 
frosted sugar cookies! Go ahead, tis the season and you've 
earned it. You may want a blanket too.  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sd9-uPArdaqPD4CWXqUoTSyN6sbbMW6gtv-ThbNr1B1ODjYjOgZ7-ul3y_sTd9dqn9y7Ywudb5zlWWe88Knsi3ug56QV7srcM5h7VpCwvMJUcw_YlEcPB5arcoJT2E8w7MYCpmvJpkCd9bZZZfoKWV97vAFEvQYn00Y9ROa-h350Uh9TGY6QJg==&c=H_2w_YVC-e9D3Aadw99QRLTUMT8_QiP0w_gLEVzKwHiwOnxjWPvccw==&ch=4fiOfA-TtXCQHIN_JyiqFv5lAqM1IL6-dMA9O9D6VJrf1baiBRBZLg==


FIRST DAY HIKE  

El Dorado State Park 

Friday - 10:00 A.M. Jan. 1st, 2024 

 

Last year WVSC had a great turnout for the First Day Hike. Folks got 
bundled up, had some hot coffee and took a wonderful hike. The event is dog 
friendly and everyone that completes the hike receives a free T-shirt. The 
walks are anywhere from 1/2 mile to 4 miles long. (your choice) Unless we're 
hit with a total white-out blizzard, we'll see you there! Meet just below the dam.  

 

  

  

Triple Dog Dare You!  

 

If you're curious, come on out!  
I would love to share another pint of 
eggnog with you and talk about boats, 
sailing, or my Christmas list anytime.  
 

Stay 5 minutes or hang out all afternoon.  
 

I have eggnog, a wood stove, a ukulele,  
a live mic... and a boat to build. 

  

 

Tedd: 316-775-1064, 7:00 AM to 11:00 PM - OPEN INVITATION!  
 

Visit anytime now through spring, 2024 

5720 SW Santa Fe Lake Road, Augusta, KS 
 

  

  

 

Tech. Tip of the Month  

 



 

Reefing - the Port Bow 

 

This is as clear and concise as it gets. 
Learn to reef your bow with skill and confidence.  

 
 

  

  

 

Out on the Race Course 

 

and out on the docks, not a creature was stirring...  
not even Charlie. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

WVSC Meeting Minutes 
 

At the time of this publication Meeting Minutes were not available.  
If you have questions, please contact Troy Oberly or any WVSC board 
member. Thank you. 
 

Please don't shoot the messenger. Thanks, T. B.   
 

 

 

  

 

Don't Be Shy 



 

We would be delighted to hear about your latest spear fishing adventure or 

how you tan a beaver hide, actually we'd love to hear about anything you've been up to 
lately, sailing or otherwise. We're just happy to hear from you!  
And yes, people still hunt fish with spears through a hole in the ice. 

"After six hours, my eyes start to water. Sitting in a dark house and staring 
through a wide hole in the ice takes a mental toll, but when a 40-plus-inch 
pike swims into view, I perk up . I wait while the beast surveys the old, hand-
carved decoy swaying in the current. Slowly, I dip my trident spear into the 
water, taking care to not startle the hovering fish. Before I can throw, the fish 
bolts without warning. A lost opportunity perhaps, but a damn cool experience 
nonetheless. With tremors still rattling my hands, I smile, set the spear down, 
and resume waiting."  
 

Start a fire roast some chestnuts and give this story a shot  
 

Click on the link above.  
Even if it's not a boat story, it's an interesting one. 
 

We reserve the right to edit for length and/or relevance. We may hold your submission 
for future publications or not use it at all. 
No copyright materials please. 
Send information to: teddblankenship59@gmail.com  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sd9-uPArdaqPD4CWXqUoTSyN6sbbMW6gtv-ThbNr1B1ODjYjOgZ7-ul3y_sTd9dqbUPJh-sf2TweJ8Y_cnUUcfwdBtV7resEvk5Ws_DWkudkl8djMDQ_TTmTjsYIxyYsxial3Hso0brgKVbZTh1o2S7WA2AIlC2WnhM5rT_tgHqFhG22wLPvLAPK46Q7pKYom6sr0CZq-qo88J0asKeN6fCGVx2vsAr_Nu1XqDNn-OM=&c=H_2w_YVC-e9D3Aadw99QRLTUMT8_QiP0w_gLEVzKwHiwOnxjWPvccw==&ch=4fiOfA-TtXCQHIN_JyiqFv5lAqM1IL6-dMA9O9D6VJrf1baiBRBZLg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sd9-uPArdaqPD4CWXqUoTSyN6sbbMW6gtv-ThbNr1B1ODjYjOgZ7-ul3y_sTd9dqbUPJh-sf2TweJ8Y_cnUUcfwdBtV7resEvk5Ws_DWkudkl8djMDQ_TTmTjsYIxyYsxial3Hso0brgKVbZTh1o2S7WA2AIlC2WnhM5rT_tgHqFhG22wLPvLAPK46Q7pKYom6sr0CZq-qo88J0asKeN6fCGVx2vsAr_Nu1XqDNn-OM=&c=H_2w_YVC-e9D3Aadw99QRLTUMT8_QiP0w_gLEVzKwHiwOnxjWPvccw==&ch=4fiOfA-TtXCQHIN_JyiqFv5lAqM1IL6-dMA9O9D6VJrf1baiBRBZLg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sd9-uPArdaqPD4CWXqUoTSyN6sbbMW6gtv-ThbNr1B1ODjYjOgZ7-ul3y_sTd9dqylpCyavzhHrLmfbjEZgBCI8DNcUyb6dUD7P53eY0rDzu_rlhm6eJA3uIwGEk8uqoVT82aC47emHu7YM6anQZ_0Y6G7c8AkBH_K9969EAIBH3Q9TaXu7bnzqA7lNt3KQX-e3aHvd0nh-1L09HWX2rDQ==&c=H_2w_YVC-e9D3Aadw99QRLTUMT8_QiP0w_gLEVzKwHiwOnxjWPvccw==&ch=4fiOfA-TtXCQHIN_JyiqFv5lAqM1IL6-dMA9O9D6VJrf1baiBRBZLg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sd9-uPArdaqPD4CWXqUoTSyN6sbbMW6gtv-ThbNr1B1ODjYjOgZ7-ul3y_sTd9dqa6IbB3l2rpBvCh7r9yx1AtU641IMumZlqQe1nEgeE-N868azGHiWxGE1yFLXcFXoLxCdHO8Puy0LDDCIseApg0f-eHaC1r761PiRWadFdR5Q1Ged6nbG21-8JbFJ8aMgmBlQyH8BvWXx-HA_R2zh_EZdEJoIRmGqL8DX5Q3n0ZQf_tE4iCiHHrI-j8WlJHMcuNXN2vhoXjY=&c=H_2w_YVC-e9D3Aadw99QRLTUMT8_QiP0w_gLEVzKwHiwOnxjWPvccw==&ch=4fiOfA-TtXCQHIN_JyiqFv5lAqM1IL6-dMA9O9D6VJrf1baiBRBZLg==
mailto:teddblankenship59@gmail.com


  

  

 

Earning work credits at  
WVSC is easier than... 
this on Christmas morning!  
 

Come on out!  
$10 per hour up to 10 hours. We need 
you! Work Credit hours directly 
reduce your annual fees by as much 

as $100. Not only that, you'll go 
home feeling great about pitching 
in and helping out.  
If you can only help out an hour or two 
here and there, no worries. That's 
fine. Hours are flexible, and the dress 
code is always bow tie and blue 
blazer casual. 

 

 

If you're experiencing a slight tingling all over 
your body about now, contact a board member 
today! 
To all of our fine WVSC friends out there 
working to keep the Christmas lights aglow... 
thanks. We appreciate your time and effort.  

 

  

  



 

 

 

YOUR COUCH  

 

Christmas Dinner - Dec. 16th 

 

First Hike - Jan. 1 

 

Snow and/or Rain Dance...  

now until 1342.00' give or take  

 
 

  

  

 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 

 



 

 

What did the three not so wise men say after they 
offered up their gifts of gold and frankincense? 

 

Wait, there's myrrh. 

 
 

  

  

 

Boats & Gear For Sale  

 



 

 

 

1980 O'day 23 

Shore-lander tandem axle trailer with 
keel roller launch/retrieve & 1979 7.5 
HP Electric Start Mercury Outboard 
(old but runs well). Sails: Main, Jib, 
Genoa, Storm Jib. Has shoal draft 
keel (24” draft with C/B up) In Yard 
Space 618 at Ninnescah Sailing 
Association, Cheney Lake  

Hull #XDYT0514M79G 

$6000 OBO Photo above 

Contact Jim Steck (316-737-9010) or 
Jason Kaufman (316-393-9691) 

 

  

  

It's official. 

We reciprocate with Ninnescah Yacht Club 

 

List your boat, boom vang or jingling bells for sale in the Mainsheet 
and/or the Windword.  
 

Contact: teddblankenship59@gmail.com for the Windword 

or Angela at Cheney to place your free ad: editor@ninnescah.org 

 
    

  

Walnut Valley Sailing Club | Walnut Valley Sailing Club, Boulder Bluff Road, El Dorado, KS 67042  

Unsubscribe cvolk126@gmail.com  

Constant Contact Data Notice  

Sent by teddblankenship59@gmail.com powered by  
 

 
Try email marketing for free today!  

 

 

 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sd9-uPArdaqPD4CWXqUoTSyN6sbbMW6gtv-ThbNr1B1ODjYjOgZ7-gnhUwRfElt6TSK1Syuue2D9hHiE37IwenrEiWR4wDMDoGc2iMFdtfuJkD_aTCEcXYxCUMKdvWfO7Rm_sgHzqXj1Q2cSK8DEfdGhwyGK_IVvLPzWpEi1EOo=&c=H_2w_YVC-e9D3Aadw99QRLTUMT8_QiP0w_gLEVzKwHiwOnxjWPvccw==&ch=4fiOfA-TtXCQHIN_JyiqFv5lAqM1IL6-dMA9O9D6VJrf1baiBRBZLg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sd9-uPArdaqPD4CWXqUoTSyN6sbbMW6gtv-ThbNr1B1ODjYjOgZ7-gnhUwRfElt6TSK1Syuue2D9hHiE37IwenrEiWR4wDMDoGc2iMFdtfuJkD_aTCEcXYxCUMKdvWfO7Rm_sgHzqXj1Q2cSK8DEfdGhwyGK_IVvLPzWpEi1EOo=&c=H_2w_YVC-e9D3Aadw99QRLTUMT8_QiP0w_gLEVzKwHiwOnxjWPvccw==&ch=4fiOfA-TtXCQHIN_JyiqFv5lAqM1IL6-dMA9O9D6VJrf1baiBRBZLg==
mailto:teddblankenship59@gmail.com
mailto:editor@ninnescah.org
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=0013bBB2-ECmQKHffUKkzGgBQ%3D&ch=2dbb5910-3e23-11eb-86e5-fa163e13150e&ca=c4031bc9-ec75-4647-9d71-61fc26ba79cd
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:teddblankenship59@gmail.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&nav=c4031bc9-ec75-4647-9d71-61fc26ba79cd
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_3GE&nav=c4031bc9-ec75-4647-9d71-61fc26ba79cd
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WVSC Clubhouse 

 

Call to Order –  

 

BOG members -  

Commodore: Stuart Funk  

Vice Commodore: Troy Oberly  

Rear Commodore: Chris Proudfoot 

Treasurer: Preston Brammer 

Secretary: Doug Albro  

Board Members: Kevin Welch, Julie Barth, Paul Schye, James McEwen, Ardie Condon 

All board members are present. 

Lake Level:   1332.45-6.45 ft. 

Commodore’s Remarks  

Commodore reviewed end of year activities beginning with the Annual meeting on November 

12, the subsequent BOG meeting on November 16, and then the Christmas Party on December 

16 to be held at the Point, in El Dorado. 

Thank you to everyone who made my job as Commodore easier, Troy, Kevin, Chris, 
James, Tammy, Julie, Paul, Ardie, Preston, Doug, Mark just to name a few.  

 

September14 Meeting Minutes Approval –  

The minutes for the 14 September meeting were distributed and approved.  

The Secretary has subsequently communicated with the BOG that the file with the meeting 

records appears to have been deleted or was not properly saved.   

Membership Concerns -  

 

New Business -  

 

Committee Reports:        Liaison    Committee Chair 

Long Range Planning  Troy Oberly   Austin Bayes, Chris Proudfoot. 

Planning to bring some discussion to the annual board meeting, regarding cameras.  

Powerboats Preston Brammer Bart Peace 

Boats are in for the winter.  

Harbor Kevin Welch Charlie Volk 

Discussion about the low water levels and anchoring (the docks). 

Activities Center Paul Schye Doug Albro 

Paul addressed the continuing roof flashing issues with low water level.  
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Membership Ardie Condon Katy Brammer 

No new information. 

Sail Training Chris Proudfoot  Stuart Funk 

It was a good year, we are evaluating plans for next year. 

Archivist Troy Oberly Chris Proudfoot 

Archive data is in the clubhouse cabinets. 

Public Relations/Media Chris Proudfoot  Charlie Volk 

Issues with the web server are still being evaluated.  

Finance Preston Brammer Greg Rinker 

Preston provided financial information. 

Dry Storage Troy Oberly Stuart Funk 

Troy said that he has been working on out some of the weeds.  We do need a work party. 

Building and Grounds Troy Oberly Mike Shepherd 

Calling (& Texting) Julie Barth DeAnne Gadalla 

Ongoing. 

Racing Activities Preston Brammer Blaine Van Dam   

A good time was had.  Looking to next year. 

Social Activities Julie Barth Tedd Blankenship  

Planning toward December 16 Christmas party.  Menu’s were discussed.  (Secretary will re-visit 

selections adopted for meal choices.  

Government Relations Troy Oberly  Gene Nold 

Nothin specific.    

Security Kevin Welch (None) 

No issues. 

Sailing Activities Kevin Welch     Troy Oberly 

End of year. 

Business Calendar –  

 

Old Business -  

Motion to Adjourn -  

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Doug Albro – Secretary  

See Attachments 

.  
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September 30 Financials 
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September 30 Financials continued 

 

 

 
















